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them — your residences both from your direct benefi-
cence, and the indirect advantages which they derive from
that residence, is of the utmost consequence; and they
must be made sensible that all these advantages are en-
dangered by the very violent and brutal conduct of their
children. But I think your Grace will be inclined to
follow this up only for the purpose of correction, not for
that of requital. They are so much beneath you, and
so much in your power, that this would be unworthy of
you — especially as all the inhabitants of the little coun-
try town must necessarily be included in the punishment.
Were your Grace really angry with them, and acting
accordingly, you might ultimately feel the regret of my
old schoolmaster, who, when he had knocked me down,
apologized by saying he did not know his own strength.
After all, those who look for anything better than in-
gratitude from the uneducated and unreflecting mass of
a corrupted population, must always be deceived; and
the better the heart is that has been expanded towards
them, their wants and their wishes, the deeper is the
natural feeling of disappointment. But it is our duty to
fight on, doing what good we can (and surely the disposi-
tion and the means were never more happily united than
in your Grace), and trusting to God Almighty, whose
grace ripens the seeds we commit to the earth, that our
benefactions shall bear fruit. And now, my Lord, ask-
ing your pardon for this discharge of my conscience, and
assuring your Grace I have no wish to exchange my
worsted gown, or the remote Pisgah exchange of a silk
one, for the cloak of a Presbyterian parson, even with
the certainty of succeeding to the first of your numerous
Kirk-presentations, I take the liberty to add my own
opinion. The elder boys must be looked out and pun-
ished, and the parents severely reprimanded, and the
whole respectable part of the town made sensible of the
loss they must necessarily sustain by the discontinuance
of your patronage. And at, or about the same time, I
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